
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

October 3, 2024 
        

CHSU Welcomes Over 150 New Medical Students  
into the Osteopathic Medical Community 

 
CLOVIS, Calif. – Over 150 new medical students in the class of 2028 received their white 
coats at the California Health Sciences University College of Osteopathic (CHSU-COM) 
Medicine White Coat Ceremony on Saturday, September 28, 2024.  
 
At the ceremony, John Graneto, DO, Dean of the CHSU College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
shared the history of the white coat and the importance of maintaining professionalism 
and humanism in health care careers. 
 
“Over the next 4 years we provide you the scientific and clinical tools to ultimately become 
doctors. And just as importantly, this white coat symbolizes many other essential parts of 
your medical education, a standard of professionalism, caring and humanism; and its 
emblem of the trust you must earn from and display to patients and their families,” 
remarked John Graneto, DO, Dean of the CHSU College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
 
An inspiring welcome address was provided by Donna Cashdan, DO, Immediate Past 
President of the Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons of California. Dr. Cashdan spoke 
about how the white coat is a reminder of the responsibility these students now have as 
future physicians and a symbol of the trust placed in physicians by their future patients. 
 
The white coats were generously sponsored by the Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons 
of California, an organization focused on advancing and supporting osteopathic 
physicians in California by serving its mission to engage, educate, and advocate for DOs, 
so doctors can focus on being doctors. Founded in 1961, the association serves over 
9,000 current and future doctors of osteopathic medicine throughout California. 
 
Dr. Cashdan and CHSU College of Osteopathic Medicine alum from the inaugural class 
of 2024, Vasha Swamy, DO, coated the first and second students in the ceremony, 
respectively. 
 
White Coat ceremony video clips and photos available for download here, 
courtesy of California Health Sciences University here.  
 
Contact: Richele Kleiser, (559) 312-3892, rkleiser@chsu.edu 
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California Health Sciences University (CHSU) is accredited by the WASC Senior College 
and University Commission (WSCUC). CHSU is the first university of its kind in the 
Central Valley and offers a local option for medical school and a master’s in biomedical 
sciences to help remedy the shortage of health care services offered in the Valley.  
 
The CHSU College of Osteopathic Medicine (CHSU-COM) is accredited by the American 
Osteopathic Association’s Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation (COCA). 
CHSU-COM currently has over 575 medical students in attendance. The inaugural class 
of 2024 medical students graduated in May after achieving a 100% residency match rate. 
The CHSU medical school is accepting applications for its sixth cohort of over 150 
students to matriculate in 2025 (link). 
 
The university also offers a one-year Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences (MSBS) 
program at its College of Biosciences and Health Professions. The first cohort of MSBS 
students graduated in 2024, with over 60% of the graduates now attending the CHSU 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. The CHSU master’s program is accepting applications 
for its third cohort of MSBS students to matriculate in 2025 (link). 
 
For more information about California Health Sciences University, visit chsu.edu or find 
them on Instagram, Facebook, and Linkedin.  
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